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wage gap so that every individual, re-
gardless of gender, can receive a fair
wage for work they do.

——————

REPARATION

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
we have had a tumultuous, but yet in-
vigorating 2 weeks. Just a week ago,
we were able, in the Judiciary Com-
mittee, to pass H.R. 40, the Commis-
sion to Study and Develop Reparation
Proposals.

Those who voted for it came from all
parts of the country and represented
all racial groups. It was a wonderful ex-
perience of understanding the
cruciality and recognizing the slave
history of African Americans and fur-
ther developing proposals to deal with
the dastardly impacts on African
Americans.

We are delighted to have the support
of Japanese Americans, Hispanic
Americans, Asian Pacific Americans,
and, of course, White Americans be-
cause they understand the healing
power of H.R. 40.

Then we just recently had a judg-
ment—as I have said on this floor, I
know the Floyd family. They are
America’s family.

We had a judgment on Tuesday that
showed the strength of America and
her justice system and the recognition
that we are all created equal and each
one has to be held accountable for his
actions.

So this has been a good week. Amer-
ica needs to know that. We look for-
ward to passing H.R. 40 on this floor in
celebration of the commemoration of
Juneteenth when slaves were finally
freed and passing the George Floyd
Justice in Policing Act.

———

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, it is
my honor to yield to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Mrs. CAMMACK).

FARMERS TO FAMILIES FOOD BOX PROGRAM

Mrs. CAMMACK. Madam Speaker,
last week the press—not the Depart-
ment of Agriculture—reported that the
Trump administration’s Farmers to
Families Food Box Program would
come to an end.

In subsequent reporting and an
unapologetic email from the USDA, it
was made clear that the only reason
for its termination was because of the
man who created it.

The Farmers to Families Food Box
Program had open eligibility, making
certain anyone and everyone in need,
regardless of status, income, or house-
hold size, had supplementary access to
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fresh meats, dairy, and produce. Since
May 2020, this program has provided
more than 156 million boxes to house-
holds across the United States.

Farmers to Families provided an al-
ternative market for food intended for
restaurants and food service, creating
outlets for supply chains. Due to
COVID this food could not easily be re-
aligned to retail markets quickly
enough to prevent spoilage. Even
today, Farmers to Families provides
fresh products in greater quantities
than traditional emergency feeding
programs—items such as dairy, meat,
and fresh produce, which have always
presented unique logistical challenges
for distribution.

The program reemployed workers in
the commercial food distribution sec-
tor whose work was halted by the clo-
sure of restaurants, hotels, and other
food service industries during COVID.
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In my own district, L&M Farms, a
participant in the program, managed
to supply more than 600,000 boxes of
fresh produce to those in need.

Regardless of the various hiccups
heard during USDA’s listening sessions
in previous hearings and from Members
of this very House, the program worked
exactly as intended, as a lifeline for
consumers and producers alike during
a challenging time.

Nine hours after the press broke the
story, USDA relayed, via email, that
commodity purchases will ‘‘continue to
occur and be directed to existing, reli-
able channels of distribution.”

This leads me to believe that locally
focused producers and distributors who
benefited greatly from Farmers to
Families are being traded in for bil-
lion-dollar organizations that have al-
ready received billions in government
aid to perpetuate dependence instead of
eradicating it.

Madam Speaker, I hope this body
comes together to voice their strong
opposition to the termination of this
small piece of salvation that had a
positive impact on all of our local com-
munities, particularly those in rural
areas.

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I
thank my friend from Florida, who
truly is my friend, for her comments.

At this time, it is my privilege to
yield to the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BAIRD), my friend, a Baird man.

PLIGHT OF LAKES SHAFER AND FREEMAN

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I appre-
ciate my good friend from Texas allow-
ing me to share with this body the pro-
gram that I have for today.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to call
attention to the overwhelming chal-
lenges plaguing a community in my
district. It is located in White and Car-
roll Counties of west central Indiana.
The communities surrounding Lakes
Shafer and Freeman are a recreation
destination for Hoosiers from all across
the State and from Americans across
the country.

The Twin Lakes, as they are known,
straddle the small community of Mon-
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ticello. In the nearly 100 years since
the two reservoirs were created by
damming up the Tippecanoe River,
their far-reaching attraction has cre-
ated a flourishing local economy built
on tourism, replete with the trappings
of a family vacation, including its own
amusement park, cruise boat, resort,
marina, and much more.

Despite all the buildup of amenities
of this Hoosier destination, the lakes
remained the focal point of the com-
munity and the driving force of the re-
gional economy. Unfortunately, lake
conditions can also have a negative im-
pact on the local area.

At the hands of Mother Nature and
outside forces, these crown jewels of
the region have been tarnished. On
multiple occasions, L.ake Freeman, be-
cause of drought conditions, has been
drained to the riverbed that flows at
the bottom.

Unfortunately, these episodes of di-
minishing lake levels have come at an
increasingly frequent rate in recent
years and in times of even moderate
drought conditions. These droughts
caused the lake to become almost com-
pletely drained and resulted in devasta-
tion to the natural ecology and the
local economy.

Businesses, homes, property—both
real and personal—tax revenue, and the
loss of family time are all impacted.
The past 7 months have been one of
those times as drought conditions last
summer once again caused Lake Free-
man’s water level to plummet by more
than 13 feet, completely draining the
vast majority of this 1500-acre res-
ervoir.

One victim of this devastation is the
disruption of local ecological balance.
During the worst parts of the episode,
area residents walked the lake bed only
to find dead turtles, fish, mussels, and
more that had succumbed to the lack
of water.

Safety also became a tremendous
challenge for locals and boaters as
water levels sank, exposing stumps,
sharp objects, and other items usually
covered by the water.

These impacts on the lake quality
are especially disappointing to a com-
munity that has prided itself in its
conservation stewardship of the lake.
Members of the community have band-
ed together to form Shafer & Freeman
Lakes Environmental Conservation
Corporation, also known as SFLECC.

This volunteer group raises thou-
sands of dollars every year to fund the
Summer Lakes Clean Up project. Over
the years, this group has volunteered
over 17,000 hours in helping preserve
the beauty and natural environment of
the lakes.

Residents are facing tremendous eco-
nomic costs as well. Property values
have plunged; local drinking water and
drinking wells have dried up; retaining
walls have buckled, threatening to col-
lapse; and boats are stranded and un-
able to be winterized.

The financial costs to solve these
issues are too high for many residents.
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